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The LORD of Lent, Even In Tragedy… 

ME 

Last Monday, I travelled to Berea, Kentucky to attend the funeral of the father of one of my 

good friends in the ministry, Bill VanWinkle. 

The story of his father’s passing is one of many tragedies Bill and his family have endured 

over the last several months and years. 

Bill’s father was first diagnosed with cancer about 6 years ago.  After nearly two years of 

treatment, his dad went into remission.  About this same time, Bill’s mother began to display 

some symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease. 

Soon, Bill’s dad began to have symptoms of cancer again and was re-diagnosed.  In the 

meantime, his mother was progressively getting worse in her dementia. 

In the midst of all of this, one of Bill’s older brothers suddenly and unexpectedly passed 

away at the age of just 50. 

Over the next few years, Bill and his family would experience multiple surgeries, a major 

career change, a move, the admittance of both parents into a nursing facility, the continued 

decline of his mother’s mental status, and then most recently, the loss of Bill’s dad Elwin to 

the monster of cancer. 

WE 

Last Wednesday, on our first day of Lent, we watched a video, produced by City on a Hill 

Productions and taught by Pastor Kyle Idleman, which depicted some of the moments 

leading up to the very tragedy which gives us hope for eternity, the crucifixion of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

As we sat around our tables on that night, we each discussed ways in which the Lord has 

helped us through our own personal tragedies (job losses, divorce, so on and so forth), 

helping us to find purpose in bringing glory to the Lord. 

Friday, we all began to hunker down for what the local and national news was predicting 

would be some of the worst storms and tornadic activity our area had seen in recent years. 

As these storms moved into the area, the predictions proved to be right for our neighbors just 

up to the north in Southern Indiana and to the East in parts of our own state of Kentucky. 

As a matter of fact, the town of Henryville, where our own beloved Ken, Mary Lou, Ben, 

Peggy, and Trish live was most significantly affected. 
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We have all cringed and cried, prayed and worried, as we have watched the news reports, 

observed photos on facebook, and spoken with loved ones and friends. 

We have seen the great loss of life.  We have rejoiced over answered prayers for the 

preservation of Trish, the Bagshaws, and the Stephens.  We have also mourned over the pain 

of our much loved church members who are suffering from their own losses of property and 

specially loved animals. 

We have looked and continue to look to the Lord for answers during this tragedy. 

Though I am no prophet, I do come to you this morning with a pertinent message from the 

Lord in His Word…  A message which is timely and very applicable to us this Lenten 

season.  (We will postpone Hosea for a week and take a look at a passage of Scripture which 

I believe has a great message for us today) 

GOD 

Luke 13: 1 – 5 

As Jesus headed toward Jerusalem to make right our sins upon the cross and accomplish His 

redemption, He encountered some situations involving questions which had to be answered. 

There is a German proverb that goes something like this: 

“To question a wise man is the beginning of wisdom.” 

Friends, there is no better wisdom than that of the Lord Jesus Christ himself… 

And here is the wisdom Jesus had to share: 

The two accounts mentioned in this passage are mentioned nowhere else in Scripture. 

In the first account, Jesus is told by some folks about an incident involving Pilate, the Roman 

governor, who was known for being insensitive to the religious convictions of the Jews.  He 

had been known to disrespect the Jewish people and their beliefs about God by bringing 

symbols of Ceasar worship into the city of Jerusalem.  He had also “appropriated” (as 

Warren Weirsbe says) funds from the Temple Treasury at one point to finance an aqueduct. 

Though we do not know the exact circumstances behind this particular incident, we do know 

the situation became tragic very quickly. 

Pilate had some of his people kill some Jews, apparently even while they were attempting to 

sacrifice to the Lord (“blood mingled with sacrifices”). 
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Jesus answered the people regarding this situation with a question: 

“Were these people who died worse sinners than other people because they suffered such a 

tragedy?” 

His next question moves into another area which has much to speak to recent events in our 

locale: 

After referring to a natural incident or disaster in which a tower fell and killed 18 people, 

Jesus asked: 

“Did these people die because they were worse sinners than all the others who lived in 

Jerusalem?” 

The answer to both of these questions by Jesus is this – “No, I tell you.” 

There is great compassion from the Lord Himself found in these words, as we are assured 

that not all tragedies occur as a direct result of sin and judgment (as was the common 

assumption at this time, as it had been a common occurrence of mode of the Lord’s judgment 

throughout the Old Testament). 

BUT, this compassion is only the beginning of wisdom to be gleaned from what Jesus asked 

and instructed… 

After He said, “No, I tell you;” He also said, “Unless you repent, you shall likewise perish.” 

APPLY IT! 

Friends, take peace in the comfort and great compassion of the Lord during tragedy, but do 

not miss what else He has for you during these times. 

RATHER, recognize each tragedy as a reminder, an opportunity to turn away from sin and 

run to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As pastor and theologian Dr. Thomas Ascol states, “Tragedies… are like warning shots fired 

across the bow of the unrepentant’s ship. They are a call to repentance.” 

Loved ones, whatever your tragedy, embrace both the comfort of the Lord and the 

ridiculously beautiful opportunity each event provides to turn away from sin and turn back to 

Jesus. 

The proper response to TRAGEDY any time and especially this LENT, is to REPENT, 

REPENT, REPENT… 


