
 

 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

James 1:27 (ESV)  
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Enter to Worship 

Depart to Serve 

Together 

               OLD TIME 
on the front Lawn 

Saturday, May 30 & Sunday, May 31 

Food, Friends, Worship, & the Word 

Guest Speaker: Bill VanWinkle 

Vacation Bible School 

Training Meeting: 

Sunday, May 3, after worship 
 

Carnival & Registration Blitz: 

Friday, June 26, 6 PM 
 

All-Day VBS: 

Saturday, June 27 
 

Closing Ceremony: 

Sunday, June 28 

J. Gresham Machen counter-intuitively noted that “A low view of law always produces legalism; a high view of law 

makes a person a seeker after grace.”  Many people think that too much grace will cause people to keep on 

sinning.  While it is true that we don’t want to be wishy-washy and present Christianity as fluffy bunnies and 

buttercups, we DO NOT want to preach “Do this, do that,” [Law] in such a way that people come away from 

church thinking the Christian faith is about us and what we do for God.  As Rick Warren rightly said in the “40 

Days of Purpose” study St. James Church did several years ago, “It is not about you!” [Gospel] 

So, if the Christian faith is not about me and you, then what (or better yet, who) is it about?   

It is about the One whom the name “Christian” derives, of course!  Christ Jesus!  Since all we do as a church and as 

individual followers of Jesus should be about Him, we must present a balanced message – this balanced message is 

the same one the Reformers preached so many years ago.  It is the same message that the Apostle Paul, Jesus, and 

all the prophets of the Old Testament preached!  It is the message that Martin Luther summed up when he said, 

“The entire Scripture of God is divided into two parts: commandments [Law] and promises [Gospel].” The basic 

distinction is straightforward: the Law tells us what we ought to do; the Gospel tells us what God has given.” 

And so, Christian, we live in this cycle that never ends until we see Jesus face-to-face:  Recognize that God is Holy 

and you and I are much worse than we thought [Law]; BUT God is so loving and gracious that He sent His own 

Son to pay the price for our sin so that I may know Him by faith – He is better than we ever imagined [Gospel]; 

We live by faith to His glory, leaning upon Jesus for His righteousness and goodness through our response to Him 

[Proper Response to Grace].  And so, take comfort in the Good News that “while we were sinners, Christ died for 

the us!” (Romans 5: 8)  Doesn’t that make you WANT to serve Him?!  



 

 

May Birthdays 
1 Dylan Thrasher 

2 Courtney Potts, Traci Rice 

6 Tiffany Gunion 

14 Kyrie Badger 

25 Bobby Buchanan 

May Anniversaries 
20 Warren and Paula McLemore 

27 Norman and Carol Hampton 

Prayer and Praises 
CHURCH FAMILY MEMBERS 
- Our Soon-To-Be New Members 
- Katie & the Buchanan Family 
- Tom & Anna Mae Powers 
- Wanda Reynolds 
- Beloved SJC Golden Members 
- Our widows  

EXTENDED CHURCH FAMILY 
- Lawrence Rogers & Family 
- John from Saturday brunch (cancer) 
THE MILITARY 
- The Badger Family 
- Our Military  
MISSION & COMMUNITY 
- Bob, Norman, & the Pancake Ministry Workers 
- Vincent & Lauren Kuo – Missionaries 
- The persecuted church around the globe 
- The LORD sends workers for His harvest 
- Those apart from Christ, the poor, and hurting in our 
neighborhood 
- Evangelical Association  

OUR LEADERS 
- Our Pastor, Church Staff and council members 
- The President, National and Local Political Leaders 
PRAISES 
- The faithfulness of God 
- The movement of the Holy Spirit 
- The work of the Lord at St. James Church 

Upcoming Preaching Series 
 The Story (of the Bible) Continues 

 Revive Us Again! 
New Life from the Triune God  

 Summer Preaching Series: 
The End of the World as We Know It: Revelation 

Community Pancake Brunch 
Every Saturday at 11:00 am 

Breakfast is canceled May 3 due to Derby, but will resume 

the following week. 

Our FREE pancake breakfast for the community continues 

each Saturday.  They are being fed not only physically, but 

spiritually.  Please join us as we have the opportunity to meet 

some of our neighbors! 

A special thank you to Faith, Fun, & Fellowship for their donation! 

Thank You! 

Thanks to all of the St. James family for your 

kindness shown us during the recent flooding at our 

homes.  We truly appreciate all the hours of work, 

loan of equipment and food that was provided to help 

us recover. 

The Vaughn and Michel Families  

Ushers for May 
Kevin Prather 

John Cottner 

Jim Rickert 

Steve Rickert 

Communion Sunday: Ron Badger 

Communication Reminder 

There are mail slots located in the communication area for the Office, Pastor, and other church 

staff and officers.  If you have items to give to them, please use these slots, and allow Sunday 

mornings to be reserved for worship.  The slots are checked regularly, and will ensure that 

items are delivered to the proper place. 

Thank you! 

Pastor Jeff 

June Newsletter Deadline: Friday, May 22 
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Diana’s Corner 
 

When God Feels Far Away 

We all know times like this when everything seems 

to be going against us. We get so heartbroken.  Just 

can't seem to figure out or why it keeps on and on. 

Are we ever going to get a break? I keep trying to tell 

myself, “It's got to get better! Somewhere, 

somehow.”  Then I start to cry and pray more to God. 

But then I feel like I'm yelling at God. Not really 

praying to Him in the way I was always taught. How 

can or why would God want to talk with me? When I 

am being so mean and hateful. This reaction might be 

a sense of the absence of God to us, as an expression 

of faith. After all if we didn't believe in his love and 

power to act in our lives, we wouldn't be questioning 

God why he did or did not act in this instance or 

experience. Do we really truly believe in our faith, 

our prayers, and our hopes and dreams?  Continue to 

look and seek God traditional and spirituality 

encourages us to constantly seek God for his actions 

and presence at work or school and in all events as 

our days go by. Strange as it might be, suffering is 

also an opportunity to see God. Be honest in your 

prayers. There is a mistaken notion that prayer must 

always be formal using holy words. This is not the 

case. Even Scripture is filled with instances of 

hurting women and men crying out to God and the 

stress and even anger. Jesus himself as he hung up on 

the cross said my God my God why have you 

abandoned me?  It is alright to pray your anger. Even 

this shows that a relationship exists.  Trust that your 

relationship with God is strong enough to handle 

your feelings. 

Remember the words found in Psalm 23: 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 

fear no evil; for you are with me. 

God is still with you and has always been with you. 

Listen for God's voice calling to you in the silence 

you may feel inside, as well as in the Scriptures, and 

feel God's hand holding you in the care and concern 

than others show you. 

 

A Walk Beside God 

God is our silent partner every night and every day. 

He is there to help us I keep a straight in his way. 

To show us his love and special thoughts of care. 

Just believe in your loving ideas to share. 

God does love you. 

Believe.  


