
 

 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

James 1:27 (ESV)  
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Enter to Worship 

Depart to Serve 

Together 

Happy New Year, St. James Church! 

“May the Lord bless you and protect you.  May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you.  May the Lord 

show you His favor and give you His peace.” 

What a great way to end a worship service!  This is the New Living Translation of this familiar benediction 

pronouncement of the blessing of the Lord from His very own word in Numbers 6: 24-26.  How often have 

you heard this at the end of a service of worship?  How often have you prayed it?  How often have you 

believed that the Lord would indeed do these things in your life? 

I believe these words from Moses offer us a great outlook as we enter the year 2015.  Gone are the good, bad, 

and ugly of 2014.  It is time for a fresh start.  The Lord offers us so much as we look to the year 2015.  How 

will we respond to His blessing?  What risks will we take in serving Him, knowing He protects us?  Will we 

seek the smile of the Lord, His pleasure, in the way we live?  Or, will we seek to live for our own pleasure?  

Are we confident in His favor?  Or, are we counting on the favor of the government, our employers, or anyone 

else in 2015?  Do you have the peace of the Lord Jesus as you enter the new year?  Or, are you seeking peace 

elsewhere – in your retirement, your belongings, your family? 

The year 2015 is our opportunity for a fresh start.  Your life this year can reflect the freshness of a renewed 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  This benediction, which you are so familiar with, can become real in 

your life this year.  Will you respond to the Lord by faith?  When He woos you by His Spirit to submit your 

life to Him.  When He calls you to choose serving Him over something else you want to spend your time or 

finances on.  When He leads you to participate in a new ministry.  When He speaks clearly to your heart to 

share Jesus with your lost son, daughter, grandchild, friend, or neighbor. 

God commanded that Aaron and his sons, the priests of Israel, pronounce this blessing, this familiar 

benediction, upon the people.  AND, then the Lord made a promise that amazes me!  In Number 6: 27, the 

Lord says, “Whenever Aaron and his sons bless the people of Israel in My Name, I myself will bless them.”  

Whenever the human priests of Israel blessed the people, GOD HIMSELF would follow through with the 

blessing!  How much more will He bless us as His people when His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

High Priest, has pronounced His blessing upon His Church?!  Jesus has blessed us by purchasing us with 

His own blood!  And so, 2015 can be new, different, wonderful, full of the blessings of growing in Christ and 

sharing Him with others. 

So, this year, the year of our Lord 2015, I pronounce the blessing of the Lord from His Word: 

“May the Lord bless you and protect you.  May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you.  May the Lord 

show you His favor and give you His peace.” 

Respond with me by faith, and share this blessing of salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ with others.  Let’s 

count on the Lord to do great and mighty works in and among us in 2015.  I am excited to see what He will do! 

Blessings,  

 

 

 

Pastor Jeff McCarty 



 

 

January Birthdays 
1 William Schrader 

3 Jessica McCarty 

5 Fred Altes 

6 Destiny Thrasher, Josephine (Sis) Cottner 
9  Allison Slaughter, Natalie Johnson 

13 Bella McCarty 

20 Bernice Siegrist 
22 Katie Buchanan 

25 Jason Prather 

26 Kerry Prather, Kevin Prather 

28 Maria Gardner 

Church Council 
From Mark Hampton, Council President 

As 2014 draws to a close it is time to thank every one of you 

for your dedication to serving the Lord.  I specifically want 

to thank the outgoing Council members; Kerry, Dora Jean 

and Scott Badger.  Each of these outgoing members of the 

Council has, in his or her own way, provided the prayerful 

and thoughtful leadership.  On behalf of the members of St. 

James a heartfelt thank you for your service.  As a 

congregation we also need to thank the Finance committee 

for its work this year.  Kathy, Richard, Angela, Kerry and 

Dora Jean, thank you for setting a foundation upon which the 

congregation was able to build for 2015. 

Some additional words of thanks go to all who helped with 

the Living Nativity, with a very special thank you to Jim 

Rickert for his construction of the manger scene and for 

ensuring that the Gospel was amplified throughout the 

neighborhood.  And i personally want to thank Jess for her 

efforts ensuring that newsletters go out, email updates are 

sent, and worship bulletins are printed and ready to go.  And 

last but not least, thanks to Angela and Jess for sharing their 

musical talents with us during the ECL hour this past 

Sunday, reminding us that “He who is mighty has done a 

great thing." 

As we look forward to 2015 and the new year we have every 

reason to be enthusiastic. 

 Your new Council has organized itself and the officers 

for 2015 are as follows:   

 Mark Hampton - President 

 Scott Prather - Vice President 

 Kevin Prather - Treasurer 

 Jim Rickert - Financial Secretary 

 Sheila Badger - Recording Secretary 

The remaining Council members are John Cottner, Norman 

Hampton, and one open position to be filled by appointment 

of the President and consent of the Council. 

A couple of other items of note are: 

 The Music/Worship Minister search team continues its 

work and will have a full report of its activities at the Annual 

Congregation meeting on January 18. 

     The 2015 Budget was approved and with that Pastor Jeff 

will be increasing his ministry hours adding additional focus 

to Family Ministry and Neighborhood Outreach. 

Finally, please plan to attend the Annual Congregation 

meeting on January 18.  At this meeting we will be setting 

the mission and agenda for 2015 as we seek to be faithful 

disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Prayer and Praises 
CHURCH FAMILY MEMBERS 
- Sheila Badger 
- Ken Bagshaw 
- Wanda Reynolds 
- Katie Buchanan & family 
- Beloved SJC Golden Members 
EXTENDED CHURCH FAMILY 
- Bill Doll, Nancy Prather’s nephew 
- Miley Hodge 
- Lee Stone 
THE MILITARY 
- The Badger Family 
- Our Military  
MISSION & COMMUNITY 
- The LORD sends workers for His harvest 
- Those apart from Christ, the poor, and hurting in our 
neighborhood 
OUR LEADERS 
- Our Pastor, Church Staff and council members 
- The President, National and Local Political Leaders 

NEW Pastoral Availability 

As we discussed last month, and the church affirmed through the budget vote, the Lord has called Pastor Jeff to a greater 

commitment of time and availability to Gospel ministry among our people and reaching those without Jesus.  Below is 
Pastor Jeff’s new availability through the week, beginning the first full week of January 2015.  (Subject to change in an 

emergency and/or when circumstances require) 

Mondays:  9AM – 3PM, Pastor Jeff will be in the church office, available for phone calls, meetings, appointments, 

pastoral counseling, and drop-by visits. 

Tuesdays:  Study Day: Pastor Jeff will devote the entire day to study of the Word of God and prayer. 

 In the event of an emergency (ie, death, hospitalization, church building is on fire), please leave a message on 

Pastor Jeff’s cell phone and he will return your call as soon as possible. 

Wednesdays:  Pastoral care, reaching out to the lost, networking with other ministries, and Wednesday evening church 

activities. 

 If you desire pastoral care or a visit, please call the church office or the church cell phone to schedule.  You may 

also email the Pastor at his new email address: rev.mccarty@stjameslou.net. 

You may also attempt to reach the Pastor between 9 AM and 4 PM, Monday-Wednesday, on the church cell phone 

at 502-909-6393.  In the case of an emergency after 4 PM, Pastor Jeff can be reached on his personal cell phone 

(published in the church directory). 

Pastor Jeff’s family is his first ministry.  As such, Saturdays will primarily be devoted to family time.  

Ladies Guild Yard Sale 
Saturday, March 14 

Start saving your items now!  You will need 

to bring anything you wish to donate, to the 

Fellowship Hall on Friday, March 13 for 

setup. 

mailto:rev.mccarty@stjameslou.net
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Church Cleaning Schedule 
Our sincere thanks go out to the 6 family teams that have 

kept our church neat and clean each week during 2014. A 
special thanks to Kathy and Mike Gritton, and to Norman 

Hampton for their wonderful care of the church, and who 

are rotating off this coming year. For those who have not 
cleaned the church before, please consider forming a new 

cleaning team to join the existing 5 teams on our schedule. 

All supplies and equipment are furnished, we just need 

your willingness to serve. If we added even 1 cleaning 
team for 2015, then your team would clean once every 6 

weeks. Please contact Bobby Buchanan if you would 

like to serve in this way or if you have any questions. 
Even if you would only like to do a one-time cleaning, we 

would be happy to add that to the 2015 cleaning schedule 

as well. Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this 

opportunity to serve. 

Diana’s Corner 
This is one of the best seasons throughout the year. With 

Christmas and Easter being the best two. When we think 

of these two seasons what do they mean to you and your 

family? Easter is at the beginning of the year, but at this 
time of year He was fully grown and we celebrate, honor 

Him as He is put on the cross and is killed. But what we 

honor here is that He goes home to sit by God’s side. Then 
the second best time is Christmas.  Here Jesus was born a 

baby and laid in a manger for His bed.  During this time in 

the new year almost everyone gets or is giving presents to 

their family and friends. As I was going through some 
Christmas decorations, I ran across one very special gift I 

got back 2008 from a very special person to me. Every 

year we try to make this year better than last year. This is 
so special to me, I just want to share it with you. Maybe 

you can even think about back to those good old days and 

this will mean something to you also.  This note is from 
my grandson, Dylan, who at the time was eight years old. 

He made me up a poem. 

"Grandma" 

Roses are red, violets are blue, 

I wanted to know if you knew we all love you. 
I will love you forever and ever, 

we hope you have a nice day. We really do. 

It's really super nice when you hope your kids will really 

appreciate you. But for an eight-year-old to write you his 

own little poem for me was super great. It really means a 
lot more today. At Christmas and Easter you want to try 

extra extra hard to make it great. But to receive words of 

encouragement from one young man eight years or even 

older. Well how great can that be? So that year Christmas 
was and will always be a memory I'll always have. Dylan 

is now 15 and Destiny 19, but they are now more on their 

own.  But as they keep growing, I hope and pray they still 
can find time and be here for us. Especially after the year 

Alvie and I have had. We need these two more than ever. 

Yet there is one thing I want to keep in my heart and head. 

We should all times in our lives try really hard to keep the 
special feelings up front for all our special children, adults 

and all family members.  Always be willing to show your 

love for all those special to you. 

You just have to face it and move forward anyway. We all 

have been changed by things that really bother us. But you 
just have to keep your wits about you and deal with the 

situation. You can't let the fear overcome you. Have faith 

and believe. 

Galatians 6:10 

Let us do good unto all men especially unto them who are 

of the household of faith. 


